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DL No.Y1-24021/45 -GPA-1
Most Immicdinte

HOME SECRETARY

Kamal Pande W TN
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
North Block,
% - Hf‘l‘l‘ Delhil.
Rt 200 3;/&; [¢S] 2o October 18, 2001
Dear Chief Secretary, -
L HJE‘ In its report on “Reforming the National Security System”, the Group of

Ministers headed by the Union Home Minister has infer alia recommended as
Q—ﬂi‘*—f’ follows;

%, O “The State Governments should be required to pay special attention to

guty the disillusionment among the people on account of a high level of

corruplion among the police. Modalities to buiid systems Lo weed oul

corrupt police’ officinls, would need to be worked oul by the State
Governments,”

LT fﬁn-ﬁhlghfﬂ_pm[

4 You will agree that a police force, if corrupt, has both the potential and

WH%J@ opportunity to harass the people, even the luw-abiding ones. Powers of amest,

- search, seizure, charge-sheeting of a criminal in a court, preparation of reports on

the alleged anti-social conduct of an individual, non-registration of FIR, checking

) /ﬂl of vehicles by the traffic police, checking of liguor shaps, elc, mark several stages

' in executive police action, which afford vast scope for misconduct by police

personnel, particularly at the operational levels, causing harassment and alicnation

amangst the citizens. Even when cases are registered, stackness and indifference in

%0 (3% B follow-up action become a cause for public complaints. Police ineffectiveness,

) owing to extraneous influence or otherwise, in dealing with goondas and other

W7 AT tnvinal elements, is another cause for public criticism of the police. Arbitrary or

o/ ST TR imsical postings and transfers of police personnel only add to corry ption and

WWU AW YT Jpefficiency in the force.

3. Corruption manifests itself in many more facels, Policing is 2n aspect which

i closely connected with the rights and libenics 6fihe citizen, Deapite the offoris

T made in the past in this direction, the people «till consider police asa coercive anm

_,Ef""‘ of the State, which has not changed its essential character since the colonial days.

fL Allegations of indifference to the plight of the under-privileged, inefficiency i
m \ handling routine law & order functions, partisan behaviour while dealing with
-1 sensitive situations like communal, racial and linguistic agitations/riots, eXCossive

5 ,31':/"'”""/ use of force while dealing with unarmed crowds, use of third degree methods
during interrogation, complete disregard of the individual’s rights and liberty, ete.

continue 1o be voiced regularty. It is true that, many a time, such allegations arc

cither not borne out by evidence or are prompted by partisan considerations, But it

is equally true that in numerous other cases such allegations, on verification, have

heen found to be substantially correet, Such undesirable behaviour and activities
waT ffer
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on the part of the members of the police force feads, understandably, to
disenchantment and anger amongst the afMected segment of the society,

4. The behaviour and psychology of the Palice have, thercfore, to be re-
ariented to bring them in tune with the philosophy of ‘democratic governance”
while they devote themselves 10 maintaifltg peace and public order. Many other
steps could also be taken in this direction, First and foremost, it should not be
difficult for dnyone to gel an FIR repistered. To facilitate this, computerized
system of filing FIRs through e-mail, etc. may be considered, Secondly, the
complaints should be investigated fairly and impartially with proper supervision at
senior levels. Th irdly, there should be a prompt and transparent system of giving
feedback to the complainants abaut the progress made on their complaints.

inquiries and award deterrent punishment to those found puilty. The “Operation
Clean-up™ should be directed on g “lop-down™ basis — s that is the only method
which would be efficacious, Compulsory retirement of corrupt officers should be
resorted to. Similarly, stringent action should be taken against the erring personnel
in proven cases of non-registration of crimes, harassment/ torture by police, et
All reported cases of corruption should be investi gated and decided at designated
levels. The Chief Secretary and the DGP should review progress of action on such
_tases periodically,

6. You are aware that the Government is committed to weeding out cormuption
and has issued strict Buidelines, from time to time, in this respect for puidance and
implementation. Making police people-friend by and removing corruption from its
ranks should, therefore be faken up 05 a mission, in concert with other steps
towards police modemnization. | shall be grateful if you could have a programme
drawn up towards this end anid share it with us,

With regards,
Yours Sincerely,
(Kamal Pande)
Shri Madhukar Gupta,
Chief Secretary,
Government of Uttaranchal,

Dehradun,
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